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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

- I, Most ef the agricultursl products of Sinkiang are superiur to those

Aglouliure;

of the interior of Chius in beauty, body, taste and size. The most outstanding

and renown are ite fruit, particularly grapes (Yady-fingers), watermelon and
cantaloupe. The main agricultural aress of Sinkiang are in the vicinity of Kuld ja
(Ining), Sulting, Manass (Suilei), Urumchi (Titwa), Ciuguchak {Tehcheng), Sharasume
(Chenghwa), Turfan, Hami (Qomil), Agsu (Akosu), Kashgar (Shufu), Yarkand (Soche)

and Khotan (Hotiens. Turfan ia femous far its grapes and carries on & large expart
business in raisins. The rice growing areas of Sinkiang are in Suiting, Wusu, Manass,
Urumchi and Agsu. Cotton is grown extensively throughout the southern reglions of
Sinkiang and rew silk is the main product of most southern Sinkiang towns, especially
Yangi Shahr (Shuleh), Yarkani and Kiotan,

2. 1In the I1{ Region, because of its excellent climate and s0il and because it is coupletely
sheltered from high winds all known types of grain arops, vegetables and fruit trees
are grown with arcellent results. After 7 Nov 44y when this region became a part
of the East Turkestan People's Republic (ETPR), Soviets experimented and were
succeasful in introducing the mulberry tree (shelbowitas) inmto the sres and the
development of a silk worm which would thrive in this somparatively damp regione.

3. The amain types of mmthommlk'mhikegionsofsmkimg‘
in 1947, vere the following. They are listed &ocording
To the proportion of land devoted to each oropt

Sxep Arerage Tiald nex Eectare Autnci, Frice nar 4 nuda

8., Wkheat 100 to 110 puds, 90 puds is 5,000 ETPR rubles
considered very poor.

b. Barley 50 to 150 puds, in the Ii
Regior it 1s usuelly arocund
150 pude.

c. Corn 120 to 150 puds. 2,000 »  w

—
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6. Altalfa Waen alfalfs is first planted, bLarley
or millet is also planted to give it
shade. 1st year - twc cuttings, each
80 to 90 puds, 2nd year ~ two cuttings,
each 150 to 200 puds, 3rd year -~ thres
cuttings, each 400 to 600 puds. This
yield continues for at least 3 years
more, then starts to decline. On Stk
or 9th year an alternate crop is
planted for diversification practices.

d. Sunflower

f. Millet 8,000 ETPR rubles
g. Oats Extremely ow 2,500 » N
h. Rice ] 12,000 *® "
%. Kanliang

Jje Potatoes

k. Miseellaneous vegetables such as beans, pess, tomstoes, cucumbers, eggplant, etc.
1. Flax '

. Soaame‘

4. .Cotten

The Soviets had ms, ar very little,influente on Sinkiang ggricultures = They
brought. only a handful of tractors and other mechanized .farm equipment into the
province and although experimental farm atationg were maintained by thew in
Urumchi,, Kuldja, Chuguchak and Sharasume, these were very ampll and had no
influence on local agricultural practices. Sinkiang farmern felt that -they
knew :faxr more about local agricultural problems than did -the Seviet gericultural
advisors. Therefors, farning in Sinkiang, in 1947, was being carried on in

the same manner and by he same inplements as it had been aundreds of JeExrs 8goe

'_ﬁmi: There 't:ra.s ac q z.a.tion of £ land in either Sinkiung, or in the
ETPR, in 1947, During the reign of
Gover: Shih-teal (1933 through 1943), in Sinkiang and after 7 Kov' 44, in

the ETPR, tens of .thousands of pecples were thrown into prison, declared an
eneny of the State and their land and other. possessions confiscated by the

© govermuent. This land was {hen rented to other farmers, Nermally, zost laud
in.Sinkieng can only be soquired through inheritence. The Moslems: never gald
land because it was against their religien to Jo 80 and the Chiness were aimply
hesitant to sell, Therefore most fernland was owned by old locel families and
‘ative Moslew princes. who rented.thelr vast 1and holdings to farmers. It was,
bowever, a local cistom to perait both farmers and oity dwellexs to purchage
saall parcels of land upon whioh their home and campound would be looated. Thus,
& farmer, in most nases, uqﬂ‘mamﬂ,ttatqflmdnpmm&mhmq .
8tood, bub would rent the surrounding land which he was oul
iovever, vast areas of land tlroughout Sinkiang which, for Tepssns of lecation,
Tough terrain, poor ©0il, lack of -water, or any other of a nmumber of reanoue,
hove not besa claimed by enyone and are open to homesteading,

TUISTEL 2L Lo develeped in Sinkiang and would result in an unlinited expansion
of cultivable land, Miiliony of hestares are presently awaiting the enurgies

- of man to convert thmm into fertile, farf land, This could ba Rudguplishet by

damaing the inmumersile Aruntein Piveas asd Siresse snd then pipiig the water
where it is needed. This preclous water is now wasted by being allowed to rush
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down (the yeer around) from the hiv.. anow=-capped mountains to.the desert. lowlends
and there to immediately disappear below the earth's surface. Just as an example
of what can be done with the existing water supply, for the full length of the
road from Yarkand to Khotan there is & man-made underground water duct with
openings three kilometers apart, which is supplied by a moeuntain streem. This
water duct was lined with stone and briok some centuries agoe aad -has been *he
only source of water (cool and sweet) fer travellers who pase through this dry
desert region. Virtually the entire province of Sinkiang could blossam forth
into e rich agriculturel area if only these mountein rivers were utilized. This
applies not only to the ves! areas of land whiclL lie both north and scuth of the
Tien Shan Renge, but alsc to the areas south of the Altai Range, east of the
laztagh Alte Range and north of the Kunlun and dstin Tagh Ranges. Even during
the extremely hot summer months these rivers are supplied by the melting snows
and do not dry up. In summer deys most of these rivers cea easily be waded
across by humans, whereas towards nlzhtfell they are replenished by the meliing
snows and become so -} % harges cannot cross them without being
carrlied away., Thus Sinkiang has vast possibilities
as an agricultural region. It must, however, be remembered that Sinkiang has a
tetal area of 705,769 square milesy yet in 1946 its totel populution was under
’ four miliion, one~third of which live in the citles and the balance are predominantly
25X1 pastoral nomads.

7. The following are ti 73 : i water conserva‘lon projects
ol any consequence, 4 : .

a. A weher conservation and irrigation project was completed by the Soviets,
prior to 1943, about 30 kilometers esast of Urumchi. The exact location is
the peak of the Bogdo !la Mountain which is an ancient volcano. On the
north side of the crater is Dogdo Ula Lake, This large lake was enlarged
25X1 + to approximately four times its normal size by dynamiting its spillway to
the north and censtructing a dam there. The water from this dam was then
channeled toc irrigabe an avea northeast of Urumehi,: din the vioiiity -of Fukang. {

V. chbout 30 kilometers south of Urumehi a canal was built from the Kuerhohilo Ho
(River), running through the valley to the east.: -Another cenal, which starts
at the Kuerhchilo Ho, about- seven kilometers north of Hrumechi, was built to
Tun in a nerdhwesterly direction and ultimately connect with the Changehi
Ho (Hiver}, Approximately half the length of this canal (the-half closest
to Urumehi) wes linéd with briek and stone. ALl of 'the abeve mentioned -
canals are aoue four feet dsep and eight to ten feet wide. ]
. . . . . )

e l:L:mll irrigetion projects were beimg planned, in-1947, in the

goigity of the town of Agsu, and somewhers along the Kash River in the

i Region. : : g i :

a

8. adivaateskt - The different iypés of livestock raised in Finklan; ares

S 2a8eR! Tae sajority of livestock raised in Sinkfeng are a local Central
Asian Sreed of sheep, small in sise and having fat=taiis. The moet populaxr
- area for ralsing 4his bresd of sheep arv the Altal: prairies, Their e
eppemdago is' broad and flat instead of long and 'round ‘and is an adaptation
Lo the rigorous life of the steppes. During the months when the pastires are
) 3c0d sthe sheep'stscre up fat in thelr tails, I have seen thom waigldnyg elght
25X1 to ten pounds-and in 'the fall have sesn tails a¢ ‘ueavy that ‘they were half -
ixokten off.- Shopherds scuetimas rig up little carts, for their prise shéep,
whish the and=els drey slesg beling e Hcld y¥p thoir fui=hoovy tails. Iz
‘southern Sinkieng, aouth of the Tien Shan Renge, & differeat treed of sheep
is raleed, This Lreed is twice

o o n3ta

autton and hides, and not their woeol
t. Horssar lMaet Slnkieny Liavaes ave of a leenl tresd generally reforrsd to s
Zagakh asiatic hoFses., This treed is sbort and extranely sure-1ooted and
therefore very watisfactary for travelling over the rugged teerain of Sinkiang,
end a8 a draft horse. Another treed, which was more populsr than the Kasakh
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Asiatic horse and also much more expensive, was the Ul Duz horse:; - This

" herse was originally bred by a wealthy Mongol prince whose territory lies

throughout the Tien Shan Range, between Kuldje and Urumchi. This horse ia
& cross between the Kazakh Asiatic and the Arabian breeds. It is by far
the most superier and prized breed in Sinkiang, being the fastest; most
durable, sure~footed and certainly the most beautiful, ‘

Jahik: -4 small local breed of donkey.

K ¢ A tall, black treed of mule which is bred and h! hly prized by thke
Tungans, - '

Ganglg: The 3actrian camel, whose native home is Central Asia, is bred in
large quantities in Sinkiang, since this province has had to rely on them
for carryimg on trade and travel both within the province and with other
points in China, The Bactrian camel of Sinkiang has two humpg, - 1s shorte
legged -and g:ows a long, thick winter coat which it sheds in mAsses in
the spring, -This camelfs wool is then utilized within the province in
the padding of winter clothes and blarkets, in the making of' felt for

the ua%ive yurts (tent with a conical roof) y- 8tc, :

Goata: A local hreed of goat, which is primarily a milk producer, is
bred extensively in Sinkieng. Goat's milk is much more popular in Sinkiang
than cow®s milk. - Cew'a milk is consumed ouly by the amell Russian popue

Couwgt Only-the Russian population of Sinkiang breed cows, which are all
of local Asialle stock., A few Swiss ailch cows;, however, vere brought
into Sinkiang far breeding purposes in the liate 1930s, o

Ligas The mumber of pigs raised in Sinkiang is very small,  This is éune
to the religion of the majerity of the populationa, Mohatimedenienm, which
forblds its followers to eat park. Therefore, only the Chinese and
Russians of Sinkiang raise plgs for their own needs. SRR

Oxenr Oxen are only raised, :Ln small quantities, in the Il4 ﬁogion of
Sinkiang, - : o . - «

g S R

loxass Taxes in Sinikiang end the ETPR were sollected by the reglonal tax
collectaora, They were then transmitted to the -Tax Division.of ths Provincial

Tinance Commiassion.

(=1

Ce

. - . . . ’ . -8
daxmy  The farmers were required to deliver a cebtein pesroentage of eaoh
orep Yo a goverament warehouss. The land tax was padd in currenay, based
on the tax cclleotor's appraisal of the land. As mentioned previously,

fow fermers cwmed tholr own land.

Livealgok: 48 most livestook treeding in Sinkiang is carried on by
pastoral nomeds, the elder of each tribe was held respensible for aolleoting
the taxes from members of his tribe and then asoounting te the reglonal

tax collestor. The elder of a tribe is called an Ak Sake), (grey beard)

‘and once & year the whole trihe would aset at his "yust* village, bringin,

all of thelr herds with them. The 4k Sakal would then count iheir herds
end conflscate a certain perceatage of each fanilyts herd, He would then
turn this cattle over to the regional tax collectoe. :

4l6dlesgt Merchants and others who are.in buginess far thenselves in
Siniclang are requirsd to purchase a Lusiness license, which has to be
reneted onsh rrar, The srics of he Ziciues L bubsd e o previeus -
year's volume of businsss. The total volume of business dene by a {irnm,
or store, puts it ia one of four categeries of business {1st, 2ud, Ird o
£th grade). Sinoas Gpccunting paserds are net Tepl in 5355 pard of lhe
¥orid, i3 45 sumpleveiy up to the oWner of tie business 10 be truthful

. in his yeerly verbal deelazatisn te ‘the Local tax sollestar, If the tax

colleoter Las any Goubts as to toe acourady ef a deslaration, he ascigoe
OOKP LRI ZAL
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a tax investirator to watch the deily volume done by that business and

if his doubtd are confirmed, a heavy fine is ivposed.. A fine cénnot be -
appealed snd must be paid immedistely., 4 person first going into business
must estimate the volume of business that he expects to do during the.fivst {
year aud his license fee (tex).is based cu that figurey .If his Lusiness
does nob meet with his expectations, hs receives no rafund., However, if
his volume of business excesds his estimate, then he must pey the
difference between tlie fee that he has already paid and the fee that is
required of a higher “grade" license.

«~ end
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